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Gifted and Talented
(ECS to Grade 12: Code 80)

Giftedness is exceptional potential and/or performance across a wide range of abilities in one or more of
the following areas:

e general intellect;
e specific academia;

e creative thinking;

e social;
e MusIC;
e art; and

e Kkinesthesia.

Each school authority establishes its own assessment process for identifying giftedness and ensuring

appropriate educational programming for students who are identified.

https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ee2ccea8-97fe-41a1-aa11-ed9f21421364/resource/28ddd1b7-5e19-4a2e-8798-6eb78cef5d29/download/ed uc-special-educag
ion-coding-criteria-2024-25.pdf
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https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ee2ccea8-97fe-41a1-aa11-ed9f21421364/resource/28ddd1b7-5e19-4a2e-8798-6eb78cef5d29/download/educ-special-education-coding-criteria-2024-25.pdf
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Working Definition

“Students with gifts and talents perform - or have the
capability to perform - at higher levels compared to
others of the same age, experience, and environment in
one or more domains. They require modification(s) to
their educational experience(s) to learn and realize their
potential”

National Association for Gifted Children (2019)

https://cdn.ymaws.com/naqgc.ora/resource/resmar/knowledge-center/position-
statements/a definition of qiftedness t.pdf



https://cdn.ymaws.com/nagc.org/resource/resmgr/knowledge-center/position-statements/a_definition_of_giftedness_t.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/nagc.org/resource/resmgr/knowledge-center/position-statements/a_definition_of_giftedness_t.pdf

“helping students learn only

what they don’t already know”
Julian Stanley
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Three Paradigms of Gifted Education

Gifted Child
What: "a general human quality that can be
mostly reliably measured by intelligence tests”

Why: “to make the most productive use of high
potential; namely, to make gifted children future
leaders on various fronts of human endeavor:;
serving them promotes the welfare and vitality
of a society.”

Dai & Chen, 2013 10



Three Paradigms of Gifted Education

Talent Development

What: A range of gifted behaviors that need
nurturing

Why: “to cultivate a broader, more diverse range
of strengths and interests and to help students
achieve excellence in their chosen areas.”

Dai & Chen, 2013
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Three Paradigms of Gifted Education

Needs-based Differentiation

What: “curriculum and instruction should be
adapted to the needs of gifted students on an
individual-by-individual basis.”

Why: Better align services with needs of
students

Dai & Chen, 2013
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A CALL TO REFRAME

GIFTED EDUCATION AS
MAXIMIZING LEARNING

If all students are not learning and developing,
then school has failed its mission.
By Dante D. Dixson, Scott J. Peters, Matthew C. Makel,
Jennifer L. Jolly, Michael S. Matthews, Erin M. Miller,
Karen E. Rambo-Hernandez, Anne N. Rinn,
Jennifer H. Robins, & Hope E. Wilson 13



We propose a model of gifted
education that is proactive and
locally focused on students’ present
needs in specific domains.



assess every student to identify those

Proactive who are underchallenged

assess where students stand relative to

Locally Focused  4ther students within their school

identifying students for temporary

Present Needs  54yanced academic interventions

. ~Not limited only to students who perform
Specific Domains | high across the board
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What are

YOUR
goals?










To be gifted, students don’t
have to be in a high performing
school; students needs to be
high performing in their school.



