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Whoami? Born and raised in Michigan

Education
Duke (BA) in Psychology
Cornell (MA) in Developmental Psychology
Indiana (PhD) in Educational Psychology

Work
Duke University Talent Identification Program

Gifted Education Research Specialist
Director of Research
Director of Research & Evaluation

Johns Hopkins University School of Education
University of Calgary

Other Roles
NAGC Definition Task Force co-chair (2019)
NAGC Research & Evaluation Network Chair (2016-2018)
EdArXiv Steering Committee Chair
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Italy

Chicago
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https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ee2ccea8-97fe-41a1-aa11-ed9f21421364/resource/28ddd1b7-5e19-4a2e-8798-6eb78cef5d29/download/educ-special-educat
ion-coding-criteria-2024-25.pdf 
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Working Definition

“Students with gifts and talents perform - or have the 
capability to perform - at higher levels compared to 
others of the same age, experience, and environment in 
one or more domains. They require modification(s) to 
their educational experience(s) to learn and realize their 
potential”  

National Association for Gifted Children (2019)
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“helping students learn only 
what they don’t already know”

Julian Stanley



Align services with student 
needs, not student age. 
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Gifted Child
What:  “a general human quality that can be 
mostly reliably measured by intelligence tests”

Why: “to make the most productive use of high 
potential; namely, to make gifted children future 
leaders on various fronts of human endeavor; 
serving them promotes the welfare and vitality 
of a society.”

Three Paradigms of Gifted Education

Dai & Chen, 2013
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Talent Development
What: A range of gifted behaviors that need 
nurturing

Why: “to cultivate a broader, more diverse range 
of strengths and interests and to help students 
achieve excellence in their chosen areas.”

Three Paradigms of Gifted Education

Dai & Chen, 2013
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Three Paradigms of Gifted Education

Needs-based Differentiation
What: “curriculum and instruction should be 
adapted to the needs of gifted students on an 
individual-by-individual basis.”

Why: Better align services with needs of 
students

Dai & Chen, 2013
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We propose a model of gifted 
education that is proactive and 
locally focused on students’ present 
needs in specific domains.
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Proactive
assess every student to identify those 
who are underchallenged

Locally Focused
assess where students stand relative to 
other students within their school

Present Needs
identifying students for temporary
advanced academic interventions

Specific Domains
Not limited only to students who perform 
high across the board 
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Alignment!
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Alignment!
Goals → Services → Identification Practices
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What are 
YOUR 
goals?
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To be gifted, students don’t 
have to be in a high performing 
school; students needs to be 
high performing in their school. 
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