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GATE Specialized Classes 

Student placement in GATE specialized classes is 
determined by the student’s residential home address:  

Grade 4 – 6       North |  Hillhurst School 
                          South |  Louis Riel School  
Grade 7 – 9       North |  Queen Elizabeth School 
                          South |  Louis Riel School  
Grade 10 – 12   North |  Queen Elizabeth High School 
                          South |  Henry Wise Wood High School 



GATE Specialized Classes 

• GATE is a specialized class within the CBE

• Across the CBE, we have over 250 specialized classes 
supporting a number of students with different 
learning profiles

• There is a specialist attached to the program that 
schools have access to who supports some of the 
Professional Learning, the placement process, as well 
as some programming decisions



Who are our Learners? 

• Total Number of GATE 
Students (September 30, 2023) 
= 572

• Approximately 25% of students 
identified as Gifted in the CBE 
are in GATE classes



GATE Specialized Classes

“The goal of GATE is to support 
academic and personal development 
as well as to encourage 
self-understanding and the 
achievement of individual potential.”



GATE Specialized Classes
• Nurture the student’s strengths and interests
• Foster their social/emotional development
• Enhance their capacity to manage classes with 
mixed abilities and asynchronous learning

• Identify areas that require support and provide 
explicit instruction

• Support the development of personal 
strategies



GATE Referral
• School personnel, the Key Contact Strategist, 
and parents, as members of a student's School 
Learning Team, consult around the unique 
learning needs of the student to assist the school 
in determining whether exploration for placement 
in a gifted specialized class is the next best step 
for the student; this could include SLT/ALT 
referrals

• School Learning Team (SLT) along with the Key 
Contact Strategist completes the referral form 
and submits to the Area Learning Team (ALT)

• Area Learning Team – the ALT reviews to ensure 
universal supports are in place 



Referral-Minimum Criteria

• a Full Scale IQ (FSIQ) and/or General Ability 
Index (GAI) at or above the 98th percentile 
(standard score 130 or above), as measured on 
an individually administered intelligence test 

• need for significant extension and enrichment of 
the programs of study 

• need for like-minded peers
• primary special education programming need 
arises from giftedness that may not be addressed 
to the fullest potential in the current environment 



Placement
• school based referral process
• determined by the GATE Placement Committee 
which may be comprised of, but not limited to, 
System Principals, Specialists, psychologists, 
and school staff using the eligibility criteria

• finite number of placements in GATE specialized 
classes

• GATE Placement Committee determines 
placement based on best fit and student needs

• Placement Meetings – Mid-year placement 
(January start) and Spring placement (September 
start)



Gifted Education Professional 
Learning

GATE Teachers
• Two professional learning days throughout the year 
(September and April)

• Topics covered – task design, 2e learners, universal 
supports in a GATE specialized class, guest 
speaker (U of C), and problems of practice

Inclusion Teachers
• Responsive to school requests for professional 
learning

• Topics covered – IPP development, task design, 
social emotional learning strategies, and 
identification of gifted learners



Frequently Asked Questions
• GATE is a specialized class, not an alternative 
program

• Although families are a key aspect of the GATE 
process, referrals need to come from the school

• Being in a GATE program does not impact 
post-secondary acceptance

• Inclusion in a community school is the first step. 
We support students in their designated 
community school before considering placement 
options for any student


